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H STORY OF WESTERN O VI LI ZATI ON
HST 105-3 (PART ONE)

PH LOSCPHY/ GOALS:

The aimof this course, AHstory of Western GQvilization, is to
i ntroduce the student to the world of the past and be able to
place it wthin neaningful patterns in our present world, and be
able to understand howwe came to be as we are. W wll [|ook

t hrough the ages and scrutinize political devel opnents, war and
di pl onacy, religious devel opnent, as well as econom c,
intellectual, and social history. This study will provide the

| i nkage necessary to a better understanding of our world then and
NOW.

St udent Perfornmance (bj ecti ves:
Upon successful conpletion of this course the student will:

Devel op an understandi ng of nodern institutions, traditions, and
custons, through a know edge of their roots, origins, and process
of devel opnent (e.g. legal, government, religion, social).

Denonstrate an under standi ng and respect for other cultures or
nationalities through an understanding of their historica

devel opnent and through an appreciation of the interconnection and
| nt er dependence, borrow ng, etc., between various nations and
cultures (by show ng what 1s common as well as what is distinct).

Devel op an understanding of the roots or origins of custons,
traditions, ideals, religious beliefs, political ideologies, that
provi de a basis for acceptance or rejection on rational grounds
rather than on the grounds of sinple inheritance or prejudice.

Be able to see history as all-inclusive in the sense that it deals
with the total devel opnent of man. A study of activities in the
past such as literature, art, nusic and architecture can enhance
our understanding of and appreciation for the cultured
contribution of the various peoples and nati ons.

Be able to convey the essence of humanity, human nature, and the
strengt hs and weaknesses of people, by extending the student's
know edge of human notivation and actions beyond hi s/ her own
experi ence through the dinmension of tine.

Develop the art of analysis (breaking the conEIex into its parts)
by learning to ask incisive questions (in seeking to understand a
sEeC|f|c historical phenonena for exanple). In everyday life we
shoul d ask the right questions when listening to political
speeches, readi ng newspaper reports, etc.
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Devel OB the art of synthesis - that is,
reak an issue down into its parts,

whi ch. _
back into a coherent whol e agai n.

Be critically-mnded, that is,
I nvestigative, questioning mnd,
their face val ue.

Cedits

[1l Topics to be Covered:

Pre-history to the first civilizations
QG eco-Roman G vilization, 1200 B. C
The Fall of Geco-Roman Gvilization,
The Early M ddl e Ages, 500-1000

The H gh M ddl e Ages, 1000-1300

The Late M ddl e Ages, 1300-1500

. The Beginning of Early Mdern Ti nes,

nturies S
IV earning Activities

NO TR WN R

1. I ntroduction of the Text and Part
One: The Ancient Near East
4000- 1750B. C
Upon successful conpletion of this
unit the student will be able to:

1.1 examne the transition from

Pal eol ithic hunting and gathering
societies to those centered on
agricultural pursuits

1.2 describe the nature of the early
cities of Mesopotama and Egypt
and understand their particular
economc, political, and soci al
structures.

2. G eco-Ronan G vilization,
1200B. C. - A D. 200
Upon successtul conpl etion of this
unit the student will be able to:

2.1 realize the beginnings of the

devel opnent of the Geek Gty-

State, followits internal and
external wars, examne Geek life
and culture, observe the transition
fromHellenic to Hellenistic Society,
and understand the huge |egacy that
was left to Western society by the

Q eeks
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af ter asking questions
to be able to put it

to have an inquisitive and
rat her than accepting things at

Dur ati on: 17 weeks
- A D 200
A D. 180- 500

Fifteen and S xteenth

Requi red Resources

Text: A Short Hstory of

Véstern Qviltzatton,
/th ed.

Activities: Read
Chapters 1, 2 and
pp. 1-45

Text: as above
Activities: Read
Chapters 4 to 11
pp. 48-150
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2.2

3.1

3.2

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

5.1

5.2

Study the Rse of Rone and its

dom nation of the Mediterranean worl d.
(bserve its Roman Republic and its
eventual replacenent by the Roman
Enpire with its strong attachnents

to Geek culture.

The Fall of G eco-Roman Text: as above
Quvilization _ _ Activities: Read
Uoon successful conpletion of this Chapters 12-13
unit the student will be able to: pp. 153-180

under stand the reasons for the
decline of the Ronan EnPi re,
coupled with the rise o
Christianity

W tness the destruction of the
Roman Enpire fromw thin and

w t hout, and di scern the Roman
contribution that remains with us

t oday.

The Early Mddl e Ages Text: as above
Upon successful conpletion of this Activities: Read
unit, the student wll be able to: Chapters 14-17

pp. 183-238
attest to the origins of Byzantine
and Mosl em civilizations

Wi tness the birth of the Gernanic
West i n Europe

describe the Carolingian age of
Europe as wel | as Medi eval begi nni ngs
i n Engl and

devel op an understandi ng of Feudal i sm
and Manorialismas it devel oped during
this period of tine.

The H gh M ddl e Ages Text: as above

Upon successful conpl etion of this Activities: Read

unit, the student will be able to: Chapters 18-23
pp. 239-321

W t ness the devel opment of feudalism
and resulting limted social nobility
i n Engl and and el sewhere

view the political structure as it
devel oped in Europe and Engl and
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5.3

5.4

6.1

6.2

7.1

7.2

7.3

experience the ramfications of the
religious Gusades, as well as
observe the triunphs of the Church
I n Eur ope

di scover the begi nnings of educationa
endeavors of the mddle ages, with an
enphasis on the visual arts, the first
uni versities, and the rise of vernacul ar

| anguages.

The Late Mddle Ages _ Text: as above
Upon successful conpl etion of this Activities: Read
unit, the student will be able to: Chapters 24-25

pp. 323-348
understand the changing face of
Europe with its resulting political
econom ¢, and soci al tensions

see the begknnings of troubles for
the Roman Church and its |eadership

failures.

The Begi nning of Early Mddern Tines: Text: as above
Fifteen and S xteenth Centuries Activities: Read
Upon successful conpl etion of this Chapters 26-31
unit, the student wll be able to: pp. 349-415

%ain an appreciation for the changi ng
uropean nentality as expressed
through the Italian and Northern

Eur opean renai ssance

explore the rise of Nation States in
Europe with its resultant rivalries,
as well as exam ne the conseguences

of world enpire-building and di scovery

understand the reasons for the
protestant reformation in Europe, and
t he back-1ash of the Roman church's
answer through the inquisition and
religious wars.

EVALUATI ON METHODS

4 Tests = 60%
Witten Presentation 15%

O al Presentation 10%

Attendance and Participation - 15%
Tot al T00%
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The Grading Systemused will be as foll ows:

A+ = 90 - 100%
A = 80 - 8%
B = 70 - 7%
C = 60 - 69%
R =

unsati sfactory - bel ow 60% (course nust be repeat ed)
REQU RED STUDENT RESQURCES

Harrison, Sullivan, Sherman, A Short H story of Wéstern

GQvilization, 8th ed., New York, Toronto, MGQawHTT Publishing
Co., 1994.

ADD TI ONAL  RESOURCE MATERI ALS AVAI LABLE
- as indicated by instructor

SPEQ AL NOTES

Students wll be required to participate in all classroom

activities, as well as conpl ete assigned "study questions" on
various parts of the text.

NOTE: Students will |ose one mark for each day of class m ssed

without a valid reason (e.g. Doctor's explanation, conpassionate
reasons).



